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JAMAICA STREET MISSION

Jamaica Street (at the back of Heriot Row) was visited from 1902 by 46 workers, who distributed 7,500 copies monthly of the Chapel broadsheet. The leader saw the need for more gospel work in the areas they visited, and so the Jamaica Street Mission was born. It flourished until the Second World War, then it struggled until 1952, when the owners of the building wanted to sell it, the population was shifting and the old houses were soon to be demolished. The decision was taken in 1952 to close it.

Women’s Meetings held in autumn 1915, Tuesday evening in Jamaica Street ‘making good progress’ and Wednesday evening in Lower Hall, ‘attendance from 50 to 70’. Miss Boyle reported. (Record 1915, p. 182.) No mention, in review of winter work, of Kitchen Meeting – had others replaced it? 

Women’s meetings on Tuesday evenings in Jamaica Street moved to new location in the same street. (Record, 1916, p. 177.)

Empty shop rented, cleaned and turned into a beautiful hall. Crowded opening service on 31 October 1916, and good meetings followed. Girls’ Bible Class on Wednesday nights and Lad’s Bible Class on Sunday afternoons. (Record, 1916, p. 178; Deacons’ Court Minute, 6 October 1916.)

On 28 September 1927, the resignation of Thomas Hadden as leader is recorded. On 4 January 1928, Mr D. Brown was appointed Superintendent and he resigned in 1930, when Mr George Davidson was appointed and acted as Superintendent until July 1934. Mr Eric Handyside continued as Superintendent from 1935 for some years.

In 1949, the work was down to one meeting per week, Sunday at 7 p.m., and there was no Women's Meeting.  The hall was a good repair but the need was for people.  The Women's Meeting was recommenced in October 1949 and the Young People's Meeting was asked to do a Saturday evening meeting, but was undecided. (Deacons’ Minutes, 6/4/49, 1/6/49, 5/11/49, 2/11/49.)

Closing of the work – April 1952

‘For many years now Charlotte Chapel has carried on a useful work at Jamaica Street, Edinburgh-known as "Jamaica Street Mission". A number of our middle-aged and perhaps more elderly members will recall when the work down there was of no small dimension, considering the restricted premises. It seemed to meet an acute need and find a ready response in the neighbourhood, and it had keen, enterprising soul-winners as its leaders and workers from the Chapel.

Whether it is due to changed conditions in the neighbourhood, the war and other incidental factors, it is not easy to determine; but somehow in more recent years the work has considerably fallen off, and, still more latterly, barely fulfilled its originally intended function.

The matter has been up again and again at intervals, for consideration and discussion at the office-bearers' meetings. It was eventually decided to examine the work and its related circumstances very carefully, with a view to seeing what could be done in some definite way, either one way or the other. All the pointers were for a cessation of the work there, at least in those premises. There is never any feeling of enjoyment in the closing down of such a work; but it really seemed as though that had become inevitable at Jamaica Street. The decision was not made hurriedly, but after much thought and prayer, and even then with keen reluctance.’

It was hoped that even if Charlotte Chapel drew out, in favour of concentrating on new housing areas, the work at Jamaica Street could be handed over to another Christian body. Both the Christian Brethren and the Stockbridge Mission were interested in it. However, the owners desired to sell the premises, and the sum asked was beyond what the Chapel could afford; the premises needed repair at considerable cost; the owners would not hear of the tenancy being handed over from Charlotte Chapel to some other party. Accordingly, the decision was made in April 1952 to withdraw in the next month, and the Mission closed. Not long afterward, the whole of Jamaica Street was demolished and a new housing development took its place.’

(There is more information in the text of the book – see index.)

� Quotation from the Record, 1952, p. 125; other information from Deacons’ Minutes, 19 September 1951, 9 April, 13 May, 2 July 1952.





